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SkillsUSA State Championship! 

Students of the Year Recognized 

Principal: Dr. Bernard S. Davis III “Trey”  

Assistant Principal: Mr. Todd Davis  

2018 Spring Newsletter  

Tammy Cole wins  

Region 3 Award 
Tammy Cole, Horticulture 

Sciences instructor, won the 

Region 3 Career and Technical 

Education Program of the Year 

Award at the annual CTE Awards 

Banquet. 

Dalton Jewell (NHS) was voted 

male student of the year for the 

NNTC. He is pictured with his 

advisor Tammy Cole 

Twenty two students 

and staff members 

attended the 2018 

SkillsUSA State 

championship in 

Virginia Beach. See 

page 6 for award 

winners. 

Hannah Butler (CB) was 

recognized for the female 

student of the year at the 

NNTC. She is pictured with 

her advisors Nettie Nash 

and Valerie Shelton 

Wesley Holliday (Information Systems), Chris Lamm (Carpentry), Dallas Cockrell 

(Collision Repair), James Allen (Automotive Technology), Hannah Butler 

(Cosmetology), Dalton Jewell (Horticultural Sciences), Cody Rock (Marine Trades), 

Joshua Willford (Engineering), Lanaisha Dameron (Culinary Arts), Andrea Alvarez 

(Nurse Aide), and Bayse Pitts (Electricity) 
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Auto Body News – Instructor Matt Ingram 
   Wow, the year has gone by fast. It has been a very busy year in auto body, as we 

have completed numerous projects. One of those projects was a 1956 Chevrolet 

sedan. This project has been an ongoing restoration and a labor of love for some time. 

The ‘56 was a secret gift for my father Lewis Ingram. He had one when he was a 

young man and actually took my mother out for the first date in it. Unfortunately he 

had to sell his car when he was shipped off to Vietnam. One day, while looking for 

old photographs I came across a picture of his ‘56 and decided to build him his dream 

car. Several different classes from the auto body program helped perform this 

restoration but this year was special since we had a deadline of my mom and dad's 

50th wedding anniversary on April 28. With the date quickly approaching, we were in 

a mad sprint to finish the car. From January to April we completed the body and 

paint, reassembled the entire car and install the interior. It was through a lot of late 

nights and helping hands that we were able to complete this project. I would like to 

thank the students of Northern Neck Technical Center, Mr. Mundie and his Auto 

Tech students for all of their help. In other Auto Body news, some of the skills that 

students learned were panel replacement and panel alignment, welding, application of 

primer and sealers, buffing techniques and detailing. This year was a huge success, 

and we are looking forward to a productive 2018- 2019 school year!  

Automotive Servicing News – Instructor William Mundie 
  The Automotive Technologies classes are coming to a close for the school year. 

Auto Tech II has covered more in depth information on Engine Controls, Cylinder 

head and Valve train, as well as HVAC. The Auto Tech I class has covered Engine 

Repair, Electrical, Steering and Suspension, as well as Brakes. The students all 

learned valuable teamwork skills as they worked together to complete many projects 

and repairs this year. Most of them are very proud of all they have been able to do 

with what they have learned. Three of our program’s students were employed in the 

Industry this year. Auto Tech had three students make it to the SkillsUSA State 

competition in Virginia Beach, where Bryan Carey from Washington and Lee 

finished first in Automotive Maintenance. For this he received a medal and a 

scholarship to continue his education in Automotive Technologies if he chooses.  

   We have finished ASE Student testing for the year, and the students earned twenty 

one certificates between the two classes. I had a few that even went on to earn a 

Section 609 refrigerant handling license that will be required in the industry as of 

January 1
st
 this year. Most of the first year students are looking forward to coming 

back next year. A handful of the second year students are going on to secondary 

education to further their knowledge and skills, while others are entering the work 

force with those already learned. Several students have been able to perform repairs 

on their own cars this year which gives them a real sense of pride that they have 

earned. It has been a great year, and we are looking forward to the next! 

Carpentry News – Instructor Michael Sisson 

   It’s been another busy year for the Carpentry program at the Northern Neck 

Technical Center.  Robert Curtin from Colonial Beach High School earned 3
rd

 place 

in our District SkillsUSA competition. Chris Lamm, also from Colonial Beach High 

School, had the leadership roles of guiding the competitors, parents, and staff at the 

Technical Center during our day-long competition.  They both did great and 

represented us well.  

   We are still working on the Tiny House project and plan to have it completed next 

year. We completed a portable 6’ X 6’chicken house and sold it, as well as a play 

house, several dog houses and picnic tables.  These smaller projects give students real 

hands-on experience in framing, roofing, siding installation and window and door 

installation.  All of my students completed their required certifications such as OSHA 

10 and Workforce Readiness and most successfully completed all of the module 

exams in the NCCER Core.  I had 6 students graduate on June 6th. I look forward to 

next year’s new Carpentry students as well as those returning for their second year of 

Carpentry, some of which will be employed part-time in the construction field this 

summer, gaining further knowledge and experience in the workforce.    

    

 
    

Kennon 

Turner won 

first place in 

the 

Automotive 

Refinishing 

competition at 

the SkillsUSA 

state 

competition. 
 

Bryan Carey, 

(W&L) won 

first place at 

the 2018 

SkillsUSA 

competition in 

the 

Automotive 

Maintenance 

contest.  

1956 Chevrolet restored by the 

Auto Body instructor and his 

students. 

The Tiny House project should be 

completed in the first semester of next 

year. In September and October the 

house will be taken outside to 

complete the roof. 



Congratulations to Gary 

Whitecotton for being named 

Teacher of the Year for the 

Northern Neck Technical 

Center 
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Cosmetology News – Instructors Valerie Shelton & Nettie Nash 

  Cosmetology I & II has had a busy spring session. Hannah Butler, second year 

student placed 1st in the District SkillsUSA Cosmetology Competition and won 

Female student of the year for NNTC. We had several guest speakers, Mr. Edwin Tate 

from Shear Madness demonstrated clipper cuts, Dinesha Pollard and Selena Gore from 

Haircuttery spoke to students about the professional and business aspect of the 

Cosmetology field. We would like to give a huge thank you to Dinesh Pollard and 

Selena Gore for inviting Cosmo II students to attend Haircuttery’s Exclusive 

Educational Event in Manassas VA on May 31, 2017.  Cosmetology I hosted a 

successful Mani & Pedi day for residents at The Haven Shelter, Farnham Manor, 

Discovery House and were honored to have some of the Richmond County school 

board office employees join as well. Cosmetology I and II had several fundraisers 

including donut sales, candy grams, and face painting. After ten weeks of Boot Camp, 

on May 7, 2018 second year students went to take their State Board Exam and some 

are still anxiously waiting for their results. 

Computer Systems News – Instructor Justin Hart 
  Students in Computer Maintenance Technology have embarked on a new path this 

past quarter by achieving the Microsoft Technology Associate Certification in 

Windows Operating System Fundamentals.  They endured rigorous testing and 

preparedness activities.  Every student in both first year and second year is a Microsoft 

Certified Technician.   

   The morning session has been focused on network concepts, printers, and Microsoft 

Office Certifications, while the afternoon completed advanced network infrastructure, 

mobile operating systems, and Microsoft Technology Associate Certifications. 

A final push to complete the Microsoft Office Specialist Master Certification path has 

garnered an all-time high pass rate amongst students.  This path required pupils to 

complete and pass four tests.  They include Outlook, PowerPoint, Word Expert, and 

Excel Expert.  Upon completion of the first test, the individual receives their MCP 

(Microsoft Certified Professional) and MOS (Microsoft Office Specialist) 

certifications. The last test is another expert level exam that earns their MOSM 

(Microsoft Office Specialist Master) by measuring the advanced concepts of the 

software with the student’s performance.   

   After placing first at SkillsUSA District Competition, Wraith Hostler advanced to the 

state level in which he represented our class and school to the best of his ability.  

Students are judged on their ability to troubleshoot, identify components, and bring 

about customer resolution.  Way to go Wraith! 

Culinary Arts News – Instructor Chef Gary Whitecotton 
    Happy spring!  We had SkillsUSA competitions in the fall and winter where several 

students competed in Regionals with 2 first and 1 second place winners. Culinary 2 

competed in Regional ProStart Competitions and came in 4
th
 for the state! 

   Year 2 are now RCC Duel Enrollment Graduates and have finished their final 

certificate exams! Currently, year 1 is taking their written finals from May 23-24th.  

   Our herb and vegetable gardens are planted. Collaboratively we are working with 

Horticulture, Landscaping and Carpentry to build an outdoor classroom for students 

and teachers. We’ve taken several field trips this year. Students traveled to Northern 

Virginia and were served “Dim Sum”, Asian dumplings usually served for breakfast 

and lunch. We visited multiple food and beverage operations and multicultural grocery 

stores. We then paired with Horticulture, and traveled to Garners vegetable farm and 

nursery where we picked strawberries, and learned about planting, made preserves, ice 
cream and other sweets. 

   I wanted to thank all of the parents, teachers, and administrators for all of your 

support this year. I look forward to seeing everyone this fall. Have a safe and happy 

summer! Chef “G” 
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Congratulations to the 

SkillsUSA staff on winning the 

Quality Chapter Award for the 

NNTC. The award is given to 

schools for exceptional 

membership and quality 

community projects. 

Pictured L to R: Dr. Trey Davis and 

Congressman Robert Wittman 

Congratulations to Dr. Trey Davis 

for being selected to be on 

Congressman Robert Wittman’s 

Workforce Development 

Committee for Region 1. 



The spring Plant Sale was a HUGE 

success again! The Funds raised help 

offset program expenses and allowed 

students to attend their related 

conferences. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Northern Neck Regional Technical Center Newsletter Page 4 of 8 

Electricity News – Instructor Westley Woolard 

   Well another school year has come to an end and it has been a very successful 

one for the electricity program. We had students compete in the state SkillsUSA 

competition and had several winners and others place in the top three. Bayse Pitts 

from the electricity program was able to finish fourth in the electrical construction 

wiring competition. The competition was based on three parts being a wiring 

install, conduit bending and a written test. 

   It has been a very successful year concerning certifications and credentials being 

earned. We were able to obtain a 100% pass rate on the Workplace Readiness 

Certification, NCCER Core Curriculum and the NCCER Electricity 1 

certifications. I am very proud of my students and the hard work the put in to earn 

those certifications. Once again we had a very productive and successful school 

year and I’m looking forward to next! 

Engineering News – Instructor Scott Syster & Erich Cosby 
   Engineering Design and Development (EDD) is the capstone course in the 

NNTC Engineering Program.  The projects this year were impressive. 

   Improving cell phone signal strength was LeAnne Nguyen’s project.  In 

particular, for a cell phone with no external antenna input.  LeAnne looked at 

several methods and decided on a passive Yagi antenna array.  The phone is 

placed in the array and put in speaker mode. Kylian Hussey’s interest is power 

electronics.  Kylian designed and tested his own charge controller for a 12 V 

battery.  The design uses the Arduino microprocessor and is intended for use with 

a solar array. Jacob Combs and Josh Willford selected a project to help the NNTC 

Horticulture Department.  A sensor system was needed to monitor temperature, 

pH, and dissolved oxygen content in a fish tank.  Jacob and Josh used an Arduino 

for control and integrated temperature and pH sensors to work with it.  They set up 

a PC interface to the Arduino that sends sensor information at a periodic rate.  The 

oxygen sensor turned out to be cost prohibitive. 

   Josh Sanders and Jacob McCaleb also worked on a project for the Horticulture 

Department.  They designed an automatic fish feeder using an Arduino for control.  

A program running on the Arduino periodically turns on a DC motor which rotates 

a screw that conveys food down and out a tube.  Part of the feeder structure was 

built using the 3D printer. Raines VanHuss and Nina Davila-Paz took on the most 

challenging project.  They chose to create a “smart” mirror that presents important 

information and has similar functions to a household voice assistant (like Google 

Home).  They used the Raspberry Pi microprocessor as their hardware platform 

and integrated multiple software applications including Amazon Alexa and Magic 

Mirror
2
.  They also established WIFI connectivity for Internet access.   

Horticulture & Landscaping News – Instructor Tammy Cole 
   The Northern Neck Horticultural Sciences program has had a busy and 

productive spring season.  During the spring we focused on full engagement.  Our 

students ran a wildly successful Annual Spring Plant Sale, participated in the 

development of a large Living Shoreline Project, began development of Phase II 

of the RCEM School’s Outdoor Classroom and Garden area, visited local 

agricultural industries in the area to see the finest of specialty vegetable 

production and nursery operations in action and wrapped up a fun and successful 

school year.  We are proud to note that the NNTC Male Student of the Year is 

Dalton Jewell, a Horticulture and Landscaping student.  He and other members 

will be attending the State FFA Convention in June on the campus of Virginia 

Tech to compete in the State Nursery and Landscape Career Development Event 

and to receive recognition as a State FFA Degree recipient.  

 
 

Josh Sanders and Jacob McCaleb 

working on their automatic fish 

feeder 

The 92
nd

 Annual Virginia State 

FFA Convention was held on the 

campus of Virginia Tech, June 

18-21.  Northern Neck FFA 

members, Sean Davis, Dalton 

Jewell, and Kayleb Robinson 

were accompanied by Ms. 

Tammy Cole, Advisor of the 

chapter, to the State FFA 

Convention. During the week, 

members toured the campus of 

Virginia Tech, attended sessions 

of the VA State FFA 

Convention, and competed in the 

2018 Nursery and Landscape 

Career Development Event. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We’re on the Web! 

www.northernnecktech.org  

Northern Neck Technical 

Center 

13946 Historyland Highway 

Warsaw, Virginia 22572 

Phone: (804) 333-4940 

Administrative Staff 
Bernard Davis, Principal 

bdavis@northernnecktech.org 

Todd Davis, Assistant Principal 

tdavis@northernnecktech.org 

Jo Andrews, Career Director 

jandrews@northernnecktech.org    

   

NNTC Mission Statement 

The mission of the Northern Neck Technical Center is to contribute to 

the economic, educational, and community development of the 

Northern Neck & Middle Peninsula by providing quality career and 

technical education, adult literacy education, customized business, 

and industry workforce training to the citizens of the region. 

Each year the junior class receives 

free t-shirts from the NNTC. This 

year students wanted to spell out 

NNTC on the front parking lot! 
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Maritime Studies – Instructor Michael Cullen 

   It’s been a great year.  I have two students working in the field and I 

have a junior that was accepted to MMI and is really looking forward 

to going.  The Marine Trades programs took in various projects ranging 

from outboard motor repair, trailer repair, to small engine repair. We 

knocked out each program competency one at a time,  

  The plans for the next year include field trips to visit working marinas 

and boat yards.  I am in the process of obtaining a large boat (pontoon 

maybe) where I can take most of the students out on the water for real 

life experience. We want the students to learn about the waterways of 

the Rappahannock, how to launch and load a boat, and to even learn to 

fish. I’m not sure if that is an actual competency but I will make it a 

local competency. I also plan on taking the students to the Richmond 

boat show again where they can see firsthand the business of selling 

boats and to see the many different size and shapes of pleasure and 

work boats.  
 

Nurse Aide News – Instructors Kimberly Moore & Brian Sydnor 

  The Nurse Aide class has finished the required clinical rotation at The 

Orchard. Students had the opportunity to grow as members of the 

health care team and demonstrated the ability to give holistic care to 

our geriatric population.  During this time six of our students had the 

experience of attending the Virginia State Leadership Conference in 

Williamsburg, VA. Out of the six, NNTC was recognized with one 

student winning 1st place in two categories, one 4th place, and one 5th 

place winner.  At this conference they were able to attend many 

workshops and compete at the state level demonstrating the skills they 

have learned in the classroom.  Our first place winner Andrea Alvarez 

will be competing in the H.O.S.A. International competition in Dallas, 

TX, June 27th -July 1st.  Our students have also recently set for the VA 

State Board of Nursing exam to become Certified Nursing Assistants 

and finished strong with an 81% pass rate.  We will re-test at the end of 

June and wish those students the best of luck. We are looking forward 

to another successful year! 

Andrea Alvarez, Morgan Wilkins, 

and Taylor Charles attended the state 

conference in Williamsburg. 

Trevor Earnshaw won first place in 

the Marine Trades program. He is 

seen here on the highest podium to 

the right. 

http://www.northernnecktech.org/
mailto:bdavis@northernnecktech.org
mailto:tdavis@northernnecktech.org
mailto:jandrews@northernnecktech.org


SkillsUSA State Championship Pictures 
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Virginia SkillsUSA State Championship 
1

st
 place, Kennon Turner(RHS), Automotive Refinishing 

2
nd

 place, Thomas Hook(RHS), Collision Repair  

1
st
 place, Trevor Earnshaw(WLHS), Marine Trades 

1
st
 place, Bryan Carey(WLHS), Auto Maintenance 

3
rd

 place, Leanne Nguyen(LHS) & Nina Devilla-Paz(CBHS), 

Robotics Search and Rescue  

3
rd

 place, Jacob Combs(CBHS) & Josh Willford(CBHS), 

Robotics Mobile Robotics 

3
rd

 place, Cameron Ball(WLHS), Restaurant Service 

4
th
 place, Bayse Pitts(RHS), Electrical Construction Wiring 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CAREER DIRECTOR INFORMATION  

   The last weeks of school here at NNTC are all about certification testing and job placement.  At present, 

students have earned about 280 certifications.  Every senior has at least one industry certification or state 

license (Nurse’s Aide and Cosmetology) which is important for future employment.  Seniors who have 

accepted employment at a job in the industry completed at NNTC participated in a Signing Day celebration.  

Students have accepted jobs in mechanics, nursing, boat repair, landscaping, culinary arts, electricity, 

collision repair, carpentry, and cosmetology. 

   Most of our work-study students have accepted permanent positions at their internship locations.  Career 

Day in April was a huge success with over 30 vendor tables with over 55 guests including local businesses, 

colleges, technical schools, and the military.  Students heard about local job openings, filled out applications, 

and learned how to better prepare themselves for future employment.  In May students were give lessons on 

interview skills and participated in mock interviews.  Community members including retired teachers, 

human resource managers, and business owners interviewed students and gave them helpful feedback to 

ensure successful interviewing in the future.   

   I am available to meet with students as well as parents who have questions or concerns about student 

success and future options.  I can be reached at jandrews@northernnecktech.org or 804-333-4940 to make 

an appointment.      
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Katelyn Ward, picture above 

cutting Dr. Davis’ hair is now 

employed at Rittenhouse Salon. 

Below is Cody Rock who is 

now employed at Cliffs 

Machine Shop. 

Pictured above is Hannah Butler 

who is employed at Chany’s 

Beauty Salon. 

Pictured below is Justin Rock 

employed at Omega Protein. 

Dallas Cockrell pictured above 

now works at Collision One. 

Pictured below is Trevor 

Earnshaw who is employed at 

Capital Repair. 

mailto:jandrews@northernnecktech.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 8 of 8 Northern Neck Regional Technical Center Newsletter 

Technical Center Signing Day 
The Northern Neck Technical Center Governor’s STEM Academy recently had a “signing day” 

to recognize the various seniors who have obtained employment opportunities within the Northern 

Neck in their respective programs. 

The Northern Neck Technical Center is proud of its many accomplishments but creating a work-

based learning opportunity where students can obtain jobs for their second semester of their senior year 

in the program they are enrolled in. “Having an emphasis on students getting jobs is what the center is 

all about”. States Dr. Trey Davis, principal at the center. “We are part of the workforce development of 

the local economy and our students and local businesses are really seeing this great opportunity.” 

There are many students who have obtained jobs in their respective fields. Listed below are the 

recent graduates of the programs and their respective positions at the local companies.  

 

James Allen, WLHS, Bevard’s Automotive 

Isaiah Barber, NHS, Barber landscaping business 

John Brewer, NHS, I Candy Restorations 

Hannah Butler, CB, Chany’s Beauty Salon 

Desire Campbell, EHS, All About Me Beauty Salon 

Bryan Carey, WLHS, Northern Neck Chevrolet 

Dallas Cockrell, RHS, Collision One 

Deangelo Cockrell, RHS, Warsaw Automotive 

Lanaisha Dameron, LHS, Indian Creek Country Club 

Cole Dann, EHS, Carter Cat 

Cameron Davis, EHS, Kings Dominion 

Trevor Earnshaw, WLHS, Capital Repair 

Ashayla Fisher, WLHS, Hair Cuttery 

Chelsea Garner, WLHS, Springview Farm 

Destiny Garner, WLHS, Hair Cuttery 

Brianna Hernandez, CB, Hair Cuttery 

Keith Hinson, RHS, Big L Tire 

Dalton Jewell, NHS, Jewell Construction 

Brittany Johnson, WLHS, Mary Washington Hospital 

Nicholas Lahosky, WLHS, O’Gara 

Taylor Lewis, NHS, Tide’s Inn 

Seth Magee, WLHS, Napa AutoCenter 

Brooke Moss, CB, Westmoreland Rehabilitation Center 

Donna Pearson, CBHS, Hair Cuttery 

Basye Pitts, RHS, Lynn’s Marine 

Derrick Reed, WLHS, McDonald’s 

Kayleb Robinson, RHS, France Landscaping 

Justin Rock, NHS, Omega Protein 

Cody Rock, NHS, Cliffs Machine Shop 

Summer Smith, RHS, Anna’s Pizza 

Caleb Taylor, EHS, Tire Doctor 

Brianna Willoughby, WLHS, Bowling Green Rehabilitation Center 

Robert Willoughby, WLHS, Rappahannock Boats 

Kayleigh Wilson, RHS, Lancashire 

Katelyn Ward, NHS, Rittenhouse Salon 

 


